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June  10,  1954 
I  am  honored  by  your  invitation  to  be  present  in  New  Salem,  and  regret 
my  inability  to  be  there. 

Across  timeless  years  mankind  salutes  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the  Greatest 
American.  His  stern  and  unyielding  devotion  to  the  principle  of  Union  brought 
to  him  a  martyr's  death  and  an  immortality  of  grandeur.  In  this  hour  of 
crisis  all  true  Americans  pray  the  prayer  he  prayed  through  tragic  years,  that 
"government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish 
from  the  earth." 

Helen  Dorlch  Longstreet 
(Widow  of  Lt.  General  James  G. 
Longstreet,  First  in  Command  of 
the  Confederate  Army  under 
General  Robert  E.  Lee.) 


THE   OCCASION 

By  Wayne  C.  Townley 

We  are  here  to  dedicate  this  monument  erected  in  memory  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Our  thanks  belong  to  The  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  Utah 
Pioneers  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Nicholas  G.  Morgan,  Sr.,  whose  inspiration, 
love  of  the  United  States  and  its  martyred  President  have  brought  this 
occasion  to  pass.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Goesbeck,  was  a  close 
friend  of  the  great  pioneer  lawyer  and  a  client  in  two  matters.  His  father, 
John  Morgan,  was  color-bearer  for  the  123rd  Regiment  of  Illinois  in  the 
Civil  War  and  cited  for  bravery  on  the  field  of  battle.  Nicholas  G.  Morgan, 
Sr.,  has  a  great  inheritance. 

The  Nation  may  look  with  pride  upon  Illinois'  part  in  the  great  conflict 
of  which  his  was  the  dominant  life.  Southern  Illinois  with  its  vigorous  John 
A.  Logan;  Northern  Illinois  with  its  silent  U.  S.  Grant;  Central  Illinois  with 
its  patient  Abraham  Lincoln;  the  Democrat,  the  man  of  no  party,  the  Re- 
publican, united  to  save  the  Union. 

Here,  in  this  State,  were  developed  those  talents  which  produced  that 
great  debater — the  superior  of  a  Stephen  A.  Douglas: 

Here  was  developed  that  speaker  whose  speeches  are  classed  with  the 
gems  of  the  ages: 

Here  was  inspired  that  patriot — ready  to  hold  the  horse  of  a  vain 
McClellan,  willing  to  bear  the  ridicule  of  a  mistaken  Greeley,  satisfied  to 
ignore  the  false  clamor  of  a  misguided  minority;  that  this  nation,  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  might  live: 

Here  he  gave  his  "lost  speech"— which  pointed  to  his  leadership  in  the 
Republican  Party  and  paved  his  way  to  the  Presidency: 

Here  was  developed  from  the  rough,  unlettered,  unknown  backwoods- 
man— the  world's  greatest  citizen: 

Lincoln  was  born  in  a  slave  country.  He  made  it  a  free  one.  He  lived 
in  a  weak  nation.  He  made  it  a  strong  one.  He  found  disunion.  He  made 
a  sovereignty. 

As  long  as  history  is  known  will  the  story  of  the  boy  who  rose  from  the 
cradle  so  obscure  to  the  eminence  so  magnificent,  encourage  mankind.  As 
long  as  oratory  is  an  art,  will  the  Gettysburg  address  be  remembered.  As 
long  as  patriotism  is  a  virtue,  will  his  conduct  with  Stanton  be  admired. 
As  long  as  truth,  rather  than  expediency  is  an  ideal,  will  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  debates  be  read.    He  will  be  quoted  as  long  as  the  ages  endure. 

He  used  to  say  his  life  was, 

"The   short   and    simple    annals   of   the   poor." 

Rather  it  was  the  Republic  at  its  best. 

"Now   he   belongs   to   the   ages." 


THE   RESOLUTE   LINCOLN 

By  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

The  major  decision  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  early  life  which  changed  his 
entire  occupational  viewpoint  has  been  visualized  by  Avard  Fairbanks  in 
a  heroic  bronze  statue  which  might  well  be  designated  "The  Resolute 
Lincoln."  There  is  no  spot  offering  an  environment  more  appropriately 
located  for  the  dedication  of  the  statue  than  New  Salem,  Illinois  where 
the  momentous  question  of  his  future  employment  confronted  him. 

The  supreme  importance  of  this  crisis  can  best  be  recreated  by  the  use 
of  Lincoln's  own  words  found  in  an  autobiographical  sketch  which  he  had 
prepared  in  the  third  person.  After  participating  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  and 
upon  returning  to  New  Salem  in  July  1832  "without  means  and  out  of 
business,"  apparently  he  gave  himself  an  aptitude  test.  He  observed: 
"Studied  what  he  should  do — thought  of  learning  the  blacksmith  trade — 
thought  of  trying  to  study  law — rather  thought  he  could  not  succeed  at  that 
without  a  better  education." 

The  perplexing  problem  which  confronted  him  might  be  put  in  this 
simple  form,  Blacksmith  vs.  Blackstone.  Was  he  to  continue  manual  labor 
to  earn  his  livelihood  or  would  he  venture  the  more  difficult  task  of  prepar- 
ing himself  for  a  profession?  We  are  happy  indeed  that  in  this  exigency  he 
chose  the  more  exacting  course. 

Sculptor  Fairbanks  has  utilized  two  symbols  to  illustrate  the  dilemma 
in  which  Lincoln  at  New  Salem  found  himself  when  he  was  but  twenty- 
three  years  of  age — the  ax,  which  Lincoln  holds  in  his  left  hand  and  in  such 
a  position  as  if  he  were  about  to  stand  it  against  a  fallen  tree  and  a  large 
book  which  he  grasps  in  his  right  hand  as  if  he  were  anxious  to  delve  into 
its  contents.  The  laying  aside  of  an  instrument  of  manual  labor  and  the 
acquiring  of  an  analytical  volume  presents  almost  a  perfect  visualization 
of  the  extremely  important  decision  he  was  about  to  make. 

Writing  in  later  years  about  his  early  occupation  he  said,  "I  was  raised 
to  farm  work  which  I  continued  until  I  was  twenty-two."  He  then  elabor- 
ated on  this  experience  in  his  third  person  autobiography  as  follows: 

"Abraham,  though  very  young,  was  large  for  his  age  (eight  year)  and 
had  an  ax  put  in  his  hands  at  once;  and  from  that  till  his  twenty-third 
year  he  was  almost  constantly  handling  that  most  useful  instrument,  less 
of  course  in  plowing  and  harvesting  seasons." 

After  making  other  corrections  in  a  campaign  biography  of  I860,  he 
left  standing,  without  change,  this  statement  about  an  important  episode  at 
the  beginning  of  his  legal  apprenticeship: 

"He  bought  an  old  copy  of  Blackstone,  one  day  at  auction,  in  Springfield, 
and  on  his  return  to  New  Salem  attacked  the  work  with  characteristic 
energy." 

The  book  which  Fairbanks  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lincoln  in  the 
interpretative  bronze  study  is  a  large  one,  not  a  school  text  of  small  dimen- 
sions, but  in  form,  typical  of  the  Blackstone  which,  as  far  as  is  recorded,  was 
the  first  book  directly  purchased  by  Lincoln. 

Not  only  has  the  sculptor  interpreted  with  appropriate  symbols  the 
transition  period  at  New  Salem  but  in  the  poise  of  Lincoln's  body  one  ob- 
serves the  "characteristic  energy"  and  in  the  expression  of  his  face  the  de- 
termination to  achieve,  which  invites  one  to  think  of  him  at  New  Salem 
as  "The  Resolute  Lincoln." 


THE   DEDICATION 

By  Bryant  S.  Hinckley 

The  Sons  of  the  Utah  Pioneers  have  journeyed  far  to  join  with  you  today 
in  these  impressive  ceremonies.  We  unite  with  you  and  with  all  America  in 
honoring  Illinois'  great  citizen  and  one  of  the  greatest  leaders  of  men  of  all 
times.  Majestic  in  character  and  intellect,  lofty  in  purpose,  sublime  in  his 
faith  and  forgiveness,  Abraham  Lincoln  stands  as  the  tenderest  memory  of 
the  ages. 

One  hundred  seventeen  years  ago  Lincoln  bade  farewell  to  his  neighbors 
and  to  this  quaint  village,  as  you  see  it  today,  and  turned  his  face  toward  a 
new  world,  little  knowing  where  time  would  take  him,  or  the  colossal  tasks 
which  he  would  face.  As  these  sculptured  features  show,  his  gentle  heart 
was  strong  and  warm,  and  his  faith  in  the  future  unfaltering.  This  man  of 
destiny  was  on  his  way  to  an  everlasting  place  in  the  affections  of  the  world. 
Eighty-nine  years  have  gone  since  his  gentle  heart  was  stilled  by  an  assassin's 
bullet,  and  more  books  have  been  written  about  him;  more  eulogies  have 
been  spoken  over  him;  more  tributes  have  been  paid  to  him  than  any  son 
of  American  soil. 

He  was  born  on  the  hard  edge  of  the  frontier — ]  "Wouldn't  you  like  to 
turn  time  backward  and  see  Lincoln  at  12,  when  he  had  never  worn  a  pair 
of  boots? — the  lank,  lean,  yellow,  hungry  boy — hungry  for  love,  hungry  for 
learning,  tramping  off  through  the  woods,  20  miles  to  borrow  a  book,  and 
spelling  it  out,  crouched  before  the  glare  of  the  burning  logs."  He  had  six 
months  in  school.  It  started  him  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  that 
was  enough,  absolutely  enough  for  a  man  endowed  as  he  was.  No  man  ever 
went  to  the  White  House  better  prepared  for  its  tasks  and  responsibilities 
than  Lincoln.  He  spoke  always  with  an  eloquence  that  few  mortals  are  ever 
given  to  speak.  No  matter  how  high  his  hope  or  no  matter  how  sanguine  his 
faith  in  the  future,  when  he  left  New  Salem,  he  could  not  have  had  a  pre- 
monition of  the  warmth  he  would  find  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  or  of  the  imperishable  place  given  to  his  words;  or  of  the  momuments 
in  granite  and  marble  that  would  be  erected  to  his  memory.  No  one  at  that 
time  could  have  believed  how  often  his  form  and  features  would  speak  to 
coming  generations  in  bronze;  or  that  his  name  would  go  down  in  history 
as  the  tenderest  memory  of  the  ages. 

1  Elbert  Hubbard. 


God  gave  to  man  the  rainbow  in  the  heavens  as  a  symbol  of  hope  and 
promise. 

A  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  bronze  on  a  base  of  rainbow  granite — 
the  most  imperishable  materials  of  the  earth — shall  be  symbolic,  for  the 
peoples  of  the  world,  of  those  enduring  hopes  and  promises  to  be  gained 
through  adherence  to  those  guiding  principles  given  by  Lincoln. 

Avard  Fairbanks 


THE   PRESENTATION   OF  THE   STATUE 

By  Nicholas  G.  Morgan,  Sr. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Governor  Stratton, 
distinguished  guests,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen : 
May  I,  at  this  time,  in  behalf  of 
The  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
Utah  Pioneers  and  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Utah,  express  to  you,  Gov- 
ernor Stratton,  to  the  distinguished 
members  of  the  Lincoln  Statue  Com- 
mission, appointed  by  you,  having 
charge  of  this  historic  event — and  to 
all  the  people  of  the  great  common- 
wealth of  Illinois,  our  appreciation 
for  the  gracious  welcome  you  have 
extended  to  us;  for  the  kindly  spirit 
in  which  you  have  received  us. 

Your  presence  and  this  auspicious 
event  have  touched  our  hearts.  For 
the  precious  privilege  granted  us  to 
present  to  your  great  State  the  Statue 
of  "Abraham  Lincoln — From  New 
Salem,"  we  are  deeply  grateful.  It 
is  our  concept  of  him  as  he  stood 
near  where  we  are  now  assembled  on 
that  historic  15th  day  of  April,  1837, 
a  young  man  at  the  crossroads  of  his 
career,  the  most  remarkable  in  American  history — in  that  hour  when  he  made 
one  of  the  most  important  decisions  of  that  career. 

In  your  restoration  and  preservation  of  this  memorable  village,  Lincoln 
knew  and  loved  so  well,  where  he  lived  during  the  most  impressionable 
period  of  his  life,  you  have  rendered  a  signal  service  especially  to  the  Ameri- 
can people — yet  Lincoln  lovers  the  world  over  will  make  of  it  a  mecca — a 
gathering  place  where  they  will  be  privileged  to  follow  the  trails  he  tread 
and  catch  the  spirit  of  this  remarkable  man  of  destiny. 

One  is  profoundly  impressed  when  standing  before  the  majestic  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  the  nation's  capitol;  one  is  deeply  moved  while  lingering  in  the 
grandeur  of  his  last  resting  place  in  Springfield.  Yet  ever  and  anon,  on  such 
occasions,  one's  thoughts  revert  to  this  quaint  little  village  of  New  Salem 
where  he  lived  and  loved  and  first  caught  the  vision  of  the  career  that  the 
Almighty  had  prepared  for  him. 

And  we  somehow  feel,  in  the  presentation  to  you  of  this  Statue  of  him 
who  so  beautifully  exemplified  in  his  life  the  spirit  of  "with  malice  toward 
none — with  charity  for  all,"  that  we,  in  a  sense,  are  bringing  to  pass  the 
greatest  desire  of  his  heart,  immortally  expressed  in  his  First  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress, that  the  time  would  yet  come  "when  the  mystic  chords  of  memory, 
touched  by  the  better  angels  of  our  nature"  would  heal  all  wounds,  destroy 
all  ancient  prejudices  and  in  that  day  develop  within  this  favored  land,  a 
people  united  as  one  great  family,  bound  together  by  the  bonds  of  filial  love 
and  understanding — when  the  swelling  chorus  of  the  Union,  "from  the  moun- 
tains to  the  prairies,  to  the  ocean  white  with  foam,"  would  resound  through- 
out this  sick  and  tired  world,  as  a  glorious  anthem  of  a  great  and  united 
people,  singing  as  with  one  voice:  "God  Bless  America — Our  Home  Sweet 
Home." 


Nicholas  G.  Morgan,  Sr. 


THE  ACCEPTANCE 


By  William  G.  Stratton 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois 


The  memory  and  all  the  tradi- 
tions of  Abraham  Lincoln  are  cher- 
ished by  the  people  of  Illinois  with 
reverence  and  fidelity.  We  are  up- 
lifted and  heartened  whenever  we 
remember  that  in  this  familiar  locale, 
on  our  own  native  soil,  Lincoln 
dwelt,  strove,  endured,  achieved  emi- 
nence. The  life  and  works  of  this 
great  American  are  our  richest  his- 
torical inheritance. 

Fitting  and  timely  is  the  action  of 
the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
Utah  Pioneers  in  presenting  to  the 
Prairie  State  this  heroic  statue  of 
Lincoln.  I  am  happy  to  express  our 
gratitude  and  our  most  cordial  ap- 
preciation of  the  generous  thought- 
fulness  which  thus  finds  tangible  and 
lasting  expression, 


William  G.  Stratton 


BEST  WISHES   FROM 

J.  Bracken  Lee 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Utah 

From  the  Rocky  Mountains  of  the  Far  West  to  the  green  prairies  of  Illi- 
nois, across  the  heartland  of  America,  the  people  of  Utah  through  the  "Sons 
of  Utah  Pioneers"  send  greetings  on  the  happy  occasion  of  the  unveiling  of 
the  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at  New  Salem  State  Park. 

Perhaps  no  man  in  American  history  stands  so  high  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  American  people.  In  fact,  few  men  in  all  history  find  so  many 
people  who  stand  in  reverence  and  love  before  their  memory. 

The  Sons  of  Utah  Pioneers,  like  all  men  of  good  faith  everywhere,  also 
stand  in  awe  before  the  memory  of  Illinois'  most  illustrious  adopted  son,  whose 
words  of  eternal  truth  have  and  will  endure  down  through  the  years.  And 
so  it  is  out  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  your  great  son  and  with  a  feeling  of 
brotherhood  for  the  people  of  your  State  that  the  Sons  of  Utah  Pioneers  pre- 
sent this  heroic  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  erected  here  on  the  site  where  the 
great  emancipator  spent  some  of  the  most  formative  years  of  his  life,  and 
where  he  truly  stood  at  the  crossroads  of  decision  on  his  way  to  a  larger 
sphere  of  activity,  to  Springfield,  then  to  Washington  and  immortality.  .  .  . 

/.  Bracken  Lee 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Utah 
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